Presbyterian History Quiz Answers

1. Who was the first woman ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament?

D) The Rev. Shirley Jeffery
The General Assembly allowed the ordination of women to ministry and eldership in 1966. Shirley Jeffery holds the distinction of being the first woman to be ordained, by London Presbytery, on May 26, 1968.
2. Which two congregations, on the same day, were first to ordain women elders?
A) St. Andrew’s, Arthur, ON and Fallingbrook, Scarborough, ON
Mrs. Joan McInnis was ordained by the church in Arthur, ON and Mrs. Wynn Thomas by the Fallingbrook congregation, both on July 3, 1966.
3. In what year did the first woman graduate from Knox College in Toronto?

A) 1925
This may be a surprise. Caroline MacLaren earned a Bachelor’s degree in Theology, but the first graduate could not be ordained. She finished top of her class and was given a post-graduate scholarship. She went into teaching and served God through the education system.
4. Who was the first woman to be elected Moderator of the PCC?

C) Linda Bell
All four of the choices have served as Moderator of the General Assembly. 
Rev. Dr. Linda Bell, however, was the first, elected to that position in 1992.
5. Which of the following has actually been the name of a PCC congregation?

B) St. Mary Magdalene 
The First Nation reserve at Whitefish Bay, Ontario, near Kenora, had been served by the Roman Catholic Church. When that church pulled out, the Presbyterians had ministry on the reserve and the people chose to keep the name, so it became St. Mary Magdalene Presbyterian Church.
6. The first missionary couple appointed by the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society (Eastern Section) were:

B) John and Charlotte Geddie, appointed to the New Hebrides
The key to this question is the reference to Eastern Section. The Geddies left from Pictou, Nova Scotia to serve on the island of Aneiteum in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu). The Goforths and Mackays were from Ontario. Did you remember that Fred and Ethel Mertz were the neighbours of Ricky and Lucy on the “I Love Lucy” show?
7. What name is shared by a PCC missionary and a British sitcom?

D) Blackadder
The first woman appointed on her own as a missionary by Women’s Foreign Mission Society, Eastern Section, was Annie Blackadder, appointed to Trinidad in 1876.
8. How many provinces were there in Canada when the PCC was formed?

C) Seven
This is more a Canadian history question. In 1875, when The Presbyterian Church in Canada was formed, the provinces were Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, and British Columbia.
9. Where did PCC members not have to vote on church union in 1925?

C) Newfoundland and Labrador
Maybe you guessed this answer because Newfoundland was not yet a province of Canada in 1925. However, The Presbyterian Church in Canada was very much present in Newfoundland. What happened was that the government of Newfoundland and Labrador was greatly influenced by Presbyterians who wanted no part of the United Church. So they arranged that the legislation for the colony would only include the Methodists and Congregationalists. Presbyterians did not have to vote.
10. An early Canadian Presbyterian Communion service is recorded with an attendance of over 6,000. It took place in:

B) Cape Breton
Large attendances at Communion were very common at the end of the eighteenth century when ministers were few and people travelled great distances to receive the sacrament. Communion was served at long tables set up in the open; tokens were collected and people worshipped all sitting at table together.
11. He was born in Scotland to a Cherokee father and Scottish mother, baptized in the Church of Scotland, served with British forces in Canada, led First Nations warriors in the War of 1812, was a lieutenant to Chief Joseph Brant, spoke seven languages fluently, and translated the first book produced by the British and Foreign Bible Society: the gospel of John in Mohawk. His name was:

A) John Norton
Probably the least well-known of the heroes of the War of 1812, John Norton was born and raised in Scotland before coming to Canada with the British forces. The credit for leading the British to victory at Queenston Heights has been given to Sir Isaac Brock, but properly belongs to John Norton who led the native forces. He was given the name Teyoninhokarawen as an honorary war chief by the Six Nations and is commemorated on a stained glass window in their chapel in Brantford, Ontario. He wrote a journal of his adventures which is occasionally published in limited edition by the Champlain Society.
12. The burning bush officially became the emblem of the PCC in:

D) 2014

The key word is “officially”. The burning bush has been a Presbyterian emblem for some four hundred years, but it only became official for the PCC in 2014, a motion proposed to General Assembly by the Committee on History.

13. Debbie Bush, wife of the Moderator-Elect, was born in Taiwan to missionary parents. Her family (including her husband) includes six ministers and two deaconesses of the PCC. Her maiden name is:

D) Sutherland
Her grandfather was the Rev. Angus Sutherland; her father was the Rev. Jamie Sutherland; her uncle was the Rev. Laurie Sutherland, whose wife Elizabeth was a deaconess; her aunt Monica was a deaconess; her cousin is the Rev. Angus Sutherland; her cousin’s daughter is the Rev. Bonnie Sutherland; and her husband, of course, is the Rev. Peter Bush, Moderator-Elect of the 2017 General Assembly.
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