
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HERITAGE CENTRE 

in Carlisle United Church, 

19 Falkirk St. 

Carlisle, ON  (Municipality of North Middlesex) 

DEDICATION & OFFICIAL OPENING 

Saturday, September 20, 2025 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Order of Worship & Bulletin 

Opened during the 150th anniversary year of the organization of  

The Presbyterian Church in Canada – 1875-2025 

 

website:  pcheritagecentre.ca 

email:  pcheritagecentre@gmail.com         phone:  416-469-1345 

mailing address:  19 Falkirk St., R. R. 3, Denfield, ON    N0M 1P0 

Preaching:  Rev. Angus Sutherland, (Galt) Cambridge, ON 

Participating clergy: 

 Rev. Victor Kim, Principal Clerk, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

Rev. Duncan Jeffrey, Richmond Hill, ON 

Rev. Henry Bartsch, Faith Presbyterian Church,  

Tillsonburg, ON 

Accompanist:  Nancy Tapley, Chatham, ON 

Soloist:  Andrew Derynck, Tilbury, ON 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

 

“The earth is the LORD’S and the fullness thereof, the world and those 

who dwell therein!”  (Psalm 24 verse 1) 

 

Before anyone walked on this earth, the land and the waters 

were the Creator’s, and so they continue to be. Before we broke off into 

separate tribes, ethnicities, and nationalities, we were God’s children, 

and so we remain. 

We respectfully acknowledge that Carlisle United Church 

worships on land covered by Treaty 29 signed on August 13, 1833. We 

offer our gratitude to the First Nations Peoples for their care of, and 

teachings about, our earth and our relations. 

The Crown granted this parcel of land to Duncan Stewart.  In 

1856, Stewart sold a ½ acre property to the Trustees of the United 

Presbyterian Church of Carlisle, East Williams Township, Canada West 

(now functioning as the Trustees of Carlisle United Church, Carlisle in the 

Municipality of North Middlesex, Ontario). 

 

Presbyterian Church Heritage Centre 

 

 The idea of creating a collection of heritage artefacts began with 

the Rev. Dr. John A. Johnston, minister of MacNab Street Presbyterian 

Church in Hamilton, ON, his last full-time pastoral charge prior to his 

mailto:pcheritagecentre@gmail.com


retirement.  Dr. Johnston envisioned a time in the future when The 

Presbyterian Church in Canada would be “property rich, and people 

poor.”  He wanted to capture and feature some of the artefacts that had 

been associated with the denomination that for the first two decades at 

the beginning of the 20th century was the largest Protestant 

denomination in Canada. 

 The Presbyterian Church Heritage Centre is the only 

denominational heritage centre in all of Canada (contrasted with smaller 

museums dedicated to the history of a particular congregation, church or 

mission). 

 Dr. Johnston began collecting artefacts and storing them in 

Hamilton until he achieved his dream of opening the National 

Presbyterian Museum in St. John’s Presbyterian Church in the Riverdale 

neighbourhood of Toronto on Sunday, September 29, 2002, nearly 23 

years to the day of the opening of the Heritage Centre.  The National 

Presbyterian Museum closed to the public in September, 2018. 

 With very few exceptions, nearly every artefact in the collection 

has been donated by congregations (most of them closed) that highlights 

and reminds us of how Presbyterians dedicated their lives to serve their 

Lord Jesus Christ in or beyond Canada. 

 On April 23, 2024, after three years of temporary storage in 

Toronto, over 400 boxes of artefacts, individual items and display 

furniture (1 ¾ transport trailer loads) were moved to the Heritage 

Centre.   

 

Carlisle United Church 

 

 Presbyterian ministers began leading worship services in 1845 in 

the area around Falkirk (what would later be renamed ‘Carlisle’). 

 This congregation was organized by one of the early influential 

Presbyterian denominations in southern Ontario.  The Synod of the 

United Presbyterian Church in Canada (originally The United Secession 

Church, Missionary Presbytery) was established by the Rev. William 

Proudfoot of London, Upper Canada in the year 1834.  

 Carlisle was organized as a congregation of the United 

Presbyterian Church on Jan. 11, 1858.  A frame church built in 1856 was 

replaced with the present church in 1879.   

Its first minister was the Rev. William Fletcher (1821-1888).  A 

couple of descendants of Rev. Fletcher from Toronto and Scotland visited 

the Heritage Centre while renovations were underway.   

Rev. W. H. Geddes, whose gravestone is visible from one of the 

basement windows, was keenly interested in foreign missions.  

Consequently, he inspired the congregation which, in turn, became 

known for its support of missionary work.  The pastoral charge of Ailsa 

Craig and Carlisle Presbyterian Churches generously supported a boys’ 

school in Wu’an (Wuhan), China.  It is reputed that the local Chinese 

people insisted that the name of the school be known as “Ailsa Craig and 

Carlisle” in recognition of the munificence of this congregation. 

Miss Minnie Shipley, whose family was among the founding and 

influential members of this congregation, was raised here during the 

ministry of the Rev. Geddes.  Minnie responded to the call to serve as a 

missionary and worked in North Hona from 1914 until her death in July, 

1939.  She became known as the “Pilgrim of the Honan Road.”  Author 

Winifred Warren published Minnie’s biography in His Herald in Honan.  

Several items belonging to Miss Shipley, including her steamer trunk with 

her initials stencilled on top of it, were donated to the Heritage Centre 

by her family. 

 Carlisle Church voted in favour of Church Union in 1925 and 

subsequently became known as Carlisle United Church. 
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